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As to this the chief element of the book, it may be said that in the main it is 
thoroughly satisfactory. Dr. Bruce strongly antagonizes Weiss' conception of the 
close relationship of the work and teaching of Jesus to the Old Testament life and 
teaching. He maintains with an over-emphasis the uniqueness of Jesus, taking a 
position which, to many, will seem to make the Old Testament of small account 
for present life and teaching, certainly in its Messianic elements. Weiss is 
doubtless at fault in the arbitrary character of much of his interpretation, but as 
yet, from the historical point of view his presentation, of the life of Jesus Christ is 
unexcelled. Not the least of the excellences is the way in which he brings out 
our Lord's constant and close relation to the Old Testament life. Still, it will not 
hurt a student to be put on his guard against unqualified dependence on Weiss by 
this book of Prof. Bruce. Ministers will find their knowledge of the Gospels 
broadened and corrected by it. It is a stimulating work. The external form and 
style of it are worthy of all praise. 

Systematic Theology and the Bible. 

Dogmatic Theology. By William G. T. Shedd, D.D. 2 vols. New York : Charles 
Scribner's Sons. $7.00. 

Christian Doctrine Harmonized and its Rationality Vindicated. By John Steinfort 
Kedney, D.D. 2 vols. New York : G. P. Putnam's Sons. 

Systematic Theology; a Compendium and Commonplace-book, designed for the use of 
Theological Students. By Augustus Hopkins Strong, D.D. Second edition, 
revised and enlarged. New York : A. C. Armstrong & Son. $5.00. 

Whither? A Theological Question for the Times. By Charles Augustus Briggs, 
D.D. New York : Charles Scribner's Sons. $1.75. 

These four works, dealing with questions of theology, have been rightly taken 
as signs of the times, as indications of the intense interest among thinking men of 
our day in matters of theological thought. From the standpoint of this journal, 
the standpoint of biblical study, it is worth while to consider and estimate them. 
What is their attitude toward the Bible ? The first work is not in these respects 
entirely satisfactory. In the treatment of " Bibliology " occur statements like 
these: 'Biblical history, chronology and geography differs (sic) from correspond- 
ing matter in uninspired literature, by being unmixed with error." This state- 
ment would not be generally regarded as true of chronology as all biblical 
interpreters admit. Again, in speaking of Satan's words to Eve and those of 
Job's friends it is said " those words were actually spoken and they are recorded 
with infallible accuracy." This is not in accord with the best orthodox exegesis 
which does not demand that the book of Job or the early chapters of Genesis be 
taken as literal history. The former doubtless is a dramatic poem and the latter 
may be poetical or symbolic. But apart from the matter bearing directly on the 
Scriptures, the use made of biblical material in the development and proof of 
doctrine is neither sufficiently full and distinct nor based on sound principles of 
interpretation. The old proof-text-collection-meihod is the prevailing one. Of 
Dr. Shedd's ability and strength in abstract theological reasoning there can be but 
one opinion. It is masterly. The Christian world cannot but be grateful to him 
for so convincing and so massive a defence of its ancient doctrines. If only 
there had been an adequate treatment of Scripture and Scripture material, the 
work would have been well nigh perfect. The second treatise is confessedly 
speculative not biblical. One might turn over dozens of pages without finding a 
single reference to such a work as the Bible. The author's treatment of Inspira- 
tion is not so clear as one could desire and more authority is given to the Chris- 
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tian consciousness in the determination of the truth than would be admitted by 
many. The statement is made, however, that " these writings differ so greatly 
from all other human productions as to require distinct explanation." In the 
third treatise no little space is given to the discussion of the Doctrine of Scrip- 
ture. Error in the Bible is denied except as it may arise out of transcription and 
incorrect interpretation. Defects in culture and literary style seem to be acknowl- 
edged. Inspiration is "verbal as to its result but not verbal as to its method." 
As to the book of Job it is said, "It is not necessary to suppose that the poetical 
speeches of Job's friends were actually delivered in the words that have come 
down to us." In other parts of this work there is a very gratifying regard for 
biblical statements of truth and a manifest endeavor after a careful exegesis and 
interpretation. Of course the author is governed largely by dogmatic considera- 
tions in the treatment of texts and therefore his interpretations would not satisfy 
either the scientific exegete or the advocate of an opposing system. The fourth 
work is rather a pamphlet than a treatise. The atmosphere in which it moves is 
heated and controversial. Its position, however, is clear. Claiming that "Tradi- 
tional Orthodoxy has been undermined and honeycombed by the recent biblical 
and historical studies" and that "the doctrine of the inerrancy of the Scriptures 
not only comes into conflict with the historical faith of the church but (it) is also 
in conflict with biblical criticism " and that the rigid advocates of verbal inspira- 
tion " cannot escape the evidence of errors in the Scriptures " and that " no more 
dangerous doctrine has ever come from the pen of men than that which asserts 
that ' a proved error in Scripture contradicts not only our doctrine (i. e. of iner- 
rancy) but the Scripture claims and therefore its inspiration in making those 
claims,' " he pleads for what he regards as the true Westminster doctrine which 
bases the authority of Scripture on the internal evidence of its divinity and the 
witness of the Holy Spirit in the heart. " It is therefore the authority of God 
Himself, speaking through the Holy Spirit, by and with the Word to the heart, 
that determines that the writings are infallible as the inspired word of God." 
This position will be met in the spirit in which it is asserted and its arguments 
will be fiercely contested. Certainly one thing is imperatively demanded from 
every consideration — the liberty for Christian scholars fearlessly and faithfully to 
use the materials and methods of literary and historical criticism in the study of 
the Bible. 

The Epistles of Paul. 

Studies on the Epistles. By F. Godet, D.D., Translated by Annie Harwood 
Holmden. New York : E. P. Dutton and Co. Price $2.00. 

The author's wealth of sound scholarship, his critical acumen and ripe judgment, 
his devout spirit and reverent sympathy with the inspired Word, are qualifications 
which in themselves would ensure valuable results. But when combined with a 
life-long training as an exegete, and with a remarkable capacity of expressing 
thought clearly and forcibly, we are entitled to expect a volume' of more than 
ordinary importance. The present publication does not disappoint the reader's 
highest expectations. It deals only with the Pauline epistles, considering them 
in chronological order, and noting the apostle's attitude toward the problems that 
confronted the early church, and his spiritual conflicts with gnostic and Judaising 
heresies. A fair idea of the scope of the volume and the method of treatment may 
be gathered from a statement of the contents of the several chapters. The epistles 
to the Thessalonians lead to a consideration of the excitement over th6 second 
advent among the Christians of Thessalonica ; the epistle to the Galatians, the 



